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Palace," the residence of the Counts Zamoyski. Avoiding the
grille and the principal entrance she went through to an oldish
courtyard guarded by a bronze lion. Then she stopped short;
the courtyard was empty.
* Ah affectionate voice hailed her*
"Don't run off, Manyusya dear . . , Kazia is coming down."
"Oh, thanks, madame! Good morning, madame!**
From one of the windows on the lower floor Mme Przy-
borovska, wife of Count Zamoyski's librarian, her dark hair
smoothly drawn back under a thick crown of braids, looked
with friendly eyes on the round-cheeked and lively young
Sklodovska who had been her daughter's best friend for two
years*
"You must come and have tea with us this afternoon. I'll
make you somtpacgki and that chocolate ice that you love!"
"Of course you've got to come to tea!" Kazia cried, bolting
down the stairs and seizing her friend by the arm, "We must
hurry, Manya, we're late."
"Yes, I was just about to lift the lion's ring!"
Manya came to pick Kazia up every morning under the porch
of her house. When Manya found nobody at the meeting-place
she lifted the heavy ring which the bronze lion bore in his maw
and turned it back over the animal's nose before going on to
school Kazia, seeing the ring, learned that Manya had already
been and gone, and that she would have to hurry if she wanted
to catch up,
Kazia was very charming; cheerful and high-spirited, she was
a happy little creature whose excellent parents did their best to
spoil her, M* and Mme Przyborovski did likewise by Manya,
whom they treated as one of their own daughters in an effort to
make her forget that she was motherless. But by many little
details in the appearance of the two girls in brown dresses it was
easy to tell that one was a petted child, whose attentive mother
brushed her hair and tied her ribbons every morning^ while the
other, at fourteen and a half years of age, was growing up in a
house where nobody had time to bother about her,
Arm in arm the girls passed along narrow Zabia Street. They